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Right to Return - Right to Stay / Preference Policy 

Background: 

In 2018, Council approved Resolution No. 20180308-010, directing the City Manager to craft a 

policy that provides prioritization of housing resources for low- and moderate-income 

households with long-time generational ties to Austin who have experienced displacement or are 

at the risk of displacement. In November 2019, staff issued a response that detailed Austin 

Housing Finance Corporation’s proposed policy pilot at six affordable rental housing locations 

and five affordable homeownership locations. This pilot was intended to inform the policy’s 

expansion to other affordable housing opportunities. The memo stated that they would provide 

an update to Council prior to the beginning of the budget process for FY 2020‐2021, which 

includes recommendations on additional resources needed to expand the preference policy to 

units beyond those in the AHFC portfolio.  

Currently, staff estimate a budgetary need to conduct outreach and marketing to reach 

communities with historical ties to the area, BIPOC communities, and vulnerable 

populations. With anti-displacement efforts focused on home ownership and wealth-building, 

staff believe that we be able to utilize some displacement funding for these efforts. Should 

additional funding needs arise, the City Manager is directed to report back to Council as soon as 

possible.  

In addition, staff believe that other unmet budget needs include incentives to encourage private 

for-profit and nonprofit affordable housing developers to incorporate the city’s preference policy 

into their homeowner and tenant selection criteria policies.  

Direction: 

The City Manager is directed to estimate the costs and draft program guidelines for such an 

incentive and return to Council via memorandum by Spring 2021. The City Manager is also 

directed to report other budgetary needs for the successful expansion of the policy to Council 

prior to the FY 22-23 budget process. 

Duponth
Sticky Note
Tovo 7: Correct a typo - under the right to return, right to stay preference policy, should return the memorandum by Spring 2022, not Spring 2021.


