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PC 

Amendment 

Number 

Planning Commission 

Amendment 

Draft Proposed 

Ordinance Change 

Justification 

1 & 10 Add parkland dedication / 

fee exemption for small 

businesses - need to define 

size of "small business" - 

5,000 SF 

 

…………………………. 

 

Insert, “ 5) art galleries, art 

workshops, theaters, and 

live music venues (pending 

Resolution No. 20220728-

094) as defined in Section 

25-2-4” 

 

Amend Section 25-1-

601(C) to add the 

following language: ( ) a 

site plan or building 

permit for commercial 

development that would 

produce less than one 

whole functional 

population; and 

renumber accordingly 

Functional Population = 
Employee Density X 
Occupancy Rate X Operation 
Time X Percent Commuter 
from Outside 
 
This amendment would help 
safeguard our small and local 
businesses, which are also 
experiencing pressure from 
rising real estate and 
development costs, from 
potential negative impacts of 
additional fees. 

3 Consider allowing partial 

credit for parkland within 

the 25-year floodplain if it 

can be activated safely as 

determined by the Director. 

Amend Section 25-1-

603 (C) to read as 

follows: Unless 

otherwise required under 

the Parkland Dedication 

Operating Procedures, 

fifty percent of acreage 

in the 100 year 

floodplain that is 

dedicated as parkland 

may be credited toward 

fulfilling the 

requirements of this 

article if any adjoining 

land within the 25 year 

floodplain is also 

dedicated as parkland. 

The land within the 25 

year floodplain may not 

be credited toward 

fulfilling the 

requirements of this 

article. 

The current code only allows 
partial credit for 100-year 
floodplain. This amendment 
would also allow partial 
credit for 25-year floodplain.  
 
There are many great parks 
across the country that 
utilize land within the 
floodplain, such as Olmos 
Park and Golf Course in San 
Antonio or Smale Riverfront 
Park in Cincinnati. Both parks 
not only offer popular, public 
gathering places but offer 
creative flood mitigation 
strategies for the cities.  
 
This amendment would 
incentivize the dedication of 
land over fee-in-lieu and 
could also assist in creative 
flood mitigation solutions. 



 

4 In the case of mixed-use 

developments, collect the 

higher fee of the two 

assessed for residential and 

commercial uses 

Amend Section 25-1-

602 to add a new 

subsection (E) to read as 

follows and renumber 

accordingly: (E) “If a 

subdivision or site plan 

proposes both residential 

and commercial uses, 

the amount of parkland 

required is based on the 

category of use that 

requires the applicant to 

dedicate the greatest 

amount of parkland.” 

The Affordability Impact 
Statement released by 
Housing & Planning states 
that the proposed 
amendment relating to 
parkland dedication and 
associated fees for 
commercial uses has a 
negative impact on 
affordable housing in mixed‐ 
use developments.  A 
negative impact of a cost 
increase of a fee‐in‐lieu or 
land dedication would be 
incurred for mixed‐use 
developments using density 
bonus programs with 
affordable housing as a 
community benefit, making 
the affordable housing less 
feasible.  
 
The proposed amendment is 
intended to incentivize 
compact and connected 
mixed-use development, the 
use of density bonuses, and 
mitigate the impact to 
housing affordability in those 
developments.  
  

15 Explore opportunities to 

integrate parkland with bus 

and rail transit stops along 

transit corridors 

The City Manager is 

directed to consider 

potential future locations 

of bus and transit stops 

along transit corridors 

when requiring land 

dedication. 

Anticipating that a significant 
portion of the commercial 
parkland that may come 
from this ordinance will be 
located along corridors, this 
direction is intended to 
encourage staff to seek 
opportunities to integrate 
parkland with bus and rail 
stops along transit corridors.  


