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 Direc tion in Response to City Manager’s March 15, 2019 Memo re:   
Land Development Code Revision Policy Guidance 

 

Each of the City Manager’s five questions is restated below and followed by specific direction. 
 
 

 

Question 1.   Scope of Code Revision. To what extent should the Land Development Code be revised? 
 

Option A Adopt a new Land Development Code, consisting of: 

i. A new Land Development Code (text) and Zoning Map, to take effect 

concurrently; or 

ii. A new Land Development Code (text) only, with the effective date 

deferred until Council adopts a new Zoning Map. 

Option B Adopt a limited set of amendments to the existing Land Development Code, 

targeting improvements in one or more policy areas. 
 

In response to Question 1, the City Council selects Option A.i. and provides the following additional 

direction: 

1.  Overall Scope. The code revision process should use the staff-recommended Draft 3 (text and 

map) as a baseline, with revisions made to implement policy direction provided below and in 

response to Questions 2-5. Staff should also review recommendations previously made by 

boards and commissions on Draft 3 and incorporate those with which staff agrees (all or in 

part), using a process such as that used for the Austin Strategic Mobility Plan. The Manager 

should work to deliver a new code that is simplified, can be applied consistently, and furthers 

the goals of the City. 

2. Timeline. The manager should have a revised Land Development Code (text) and Zoning Map 

ready for Council action on First Reading in October of this year (after Planning Commission 

issues their report on the text and map as part of the required process). 

3. Communication. The Manager should establish and communicate clearly the public input 

process for Council’s adoption of the revised Land Development Code, including timelines and 

opportunities for public input. Include a transparent and educational public process under which 

stakeholders are informed on how their input has been received and is being evaluated. 

4. Code Text. The revised Land Development Code should be sufficiently clear and unambiguous 

that administrative criteria manuals are not relied upon to establish policy, except in 

circumstances where Council has directed that particular requirements be established 
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administratively.  

a. The revised Code text and map should result in reduced city-wide impervious 

cover and improved city-wide water quality. 

b. No provisions in the new land development code should be construed as 

weakening the current City of Austin floodplain regulations, drainage criteria, 

and water quality regulations and criteria. Methods to measure and options to 

reduce impervious cover in each watershed, and methods to measure and 

options to improve water quality in each watershed, should be developed for 

the new code and the following goals incorporated: 

i. Reductions in impervious cover city-wide should either decrease impervious 

cover for, or make no change to, each individual watershed. 

ii. Improvements in water quality city-wide should result in improvements in 

water quality for each individual watershed. 

c. The Atlas 14 floodplain regulations should be approved and incorporated with 

the most current rainfall data as soon as possible. 

d. The manager will report on how revisions to the land development code affect 

existing environmental regulations, understanding that the goal of the council is 

to preserve, or increase, our current level of environmental protections. 

a.e. Creative Spaces. Propose options to preserve creative space, including but not 

limited to zoning categories specific to cultural spaces and incentives to create 

dedicated, below market rate creative spaces in developments along corridors 

and in centers. 

b.f. Age Friendly Policies. Propose options for provisions in the LDC to carry out 

the land use recommendations from the Age Friendly Action Plan, including 

supports for multigenerational housing, visitability, and other provisions. 

Additionally, there should be provisions that enable day cares and senior 

living centers in all parts of the City, at a scale commensurate with its 

surroundings. 

c.g. Land Use and Zoning Categories. 

i. The new LDC should focus on the size and scale of the built environment and 

regulate uses through context-sensitive policies that are clearly identified in 

the code and apply equitably throughout the City instead of through by-lot 

zoning regulations. Use restrictions should continue and be improved through  


