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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Mayor and Council 

 

FROM: Brie Franco, Intergovernmental Relations Officer 

 

CC: Spencer Cronk, City Manager 

Nuria Rivera-Vandermyde, Deputy City Manager 

 

DATE: September 4, 2020 

 

SUBJECT: State and Federal Legislative Updates 

 

 

The Intergovernmental Relations Office (IGRO) would like to share the attached State and Federal 

Legislative Updates that have been prepared by the City’s lobbyists: Focused Advocacy and 

Capital Edge. Also, please find below information about the new federal eviction moratorium, a 

White House memo aimed at “anarchist jurisdictions, House Committee interim charges, and an 

extension of emergency SNAP benefits.   

 

Federal Eviction Moratorium & Memo Restricting Funds to 

“Anarchist Jurisdictions”  
 

Nationwide Eviction Moratorium 

The Texas Tribune reported that the federal government announced a nationwide eviction 

moratorium on Tuesday that is designed to protect renters from losing their homes until the 

end of the year. The order could keep millions of Texans from being evicted. The new 

order, issued by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and set to be published 

today, says that COVID-19 is a “historic threat to public health” and that eviction 

moratoriums can facilitate quarantining. 

 

The Washington Post noted that the housing crisis that has built up since March — fueled 

by job losses and the end of federal benefits in July — has already injected the market with 

so much instability that even a national moratorium may only be a temporary pause. The 

moratorium provides no funding for rental relief, meaning unpaid rent and late fees will 

continue piling up for those who had been expected to slip into eviction proceedings in the 

coming months.  

 

Both housing advocates and landlord associations say rental relief is the real key to 

stabilizing the market. That would require a major outlay of public funds, just as city and 

state governments are seeing revenue severely squeezed by the pandemic. 

https://www.texastribune.org/2020/09/01/evictions-trump-order/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/09/04/2020-19654/temporary-halt-in-residential-evictions-to-prevent-the-further-spread-of-covid-19
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/09/04/2020-19654/temporary-halt-in-residential-evictions-to-prevent-the-further-spread-of-covid-19
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2020/09/03/rental-assistance-evictions-dmv/
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The Texas Tribune reported that there are no statewide numbers on evictions, but data from 

The Eviction Lab, a research center based at Princeton University, shows that they have 

increased in cities like Houston and Fort Worth since local and national moratoriums 

ended. An exception is Austin, where justices of peace have agreed to not hear these kinds 

of cases. Yet evictions remain below pre-pandemic levels despite the fact that 3.3 million 

Texans have applied for unemployment. Researchers said that the stimulus checks, 

unemployment benefits and rent assistance programs have helped. 

 

White House Memo on Restricting Funds to Democratic-led cities 

The Washington Post reported on Wednesday that President Trump approved a memo that 

the White House said is intended to begin restricting federal funding from going to certain 

Democratic-led cities that the administration determines to be “anarchist jurisdictions,” 

aiming to levy an extraordinary attack on political opponents just months ahead of the 2020 

election. 

 

In a five-page memo, the president directs the White House Office of Management and 

Budget to give guidance to federal agencies on restricting funding to cities that “defund” 

their police departments. The memo also directs the Justice Department within 14 days to 

come up with a list of localities that qualify as “anarchist jurisdictions” and post that list 

publicly. Trump has said there is a wide-ranging Democratic plot to defund police 

departments, although most prominent Democrats, including presidential nominee Joe 

Biden, have adamantly rejected this approach. 

 

The memo specifically calls for a review of federal funding that goes to Portland, Ore.; 

New York City; Seattle; and D.C. Legal experts said the White House maneuver to restrict 

funding would almost certainly be met by an immediate challenge in court. 

 

The New York Times noted that with polls showing him trailing his Democratic rival, Mr. 

Trump has tried to shift the public’s attention away from his administration’s failed 

response to the coronavirus pandemic and to what he depicts as out-of-control crime in 

New York and other cities and has repeatedly sought to paint cities as hellscapes that only 

he can save, regardless of how limited the violent outbreaks have been during broader 

protests against acts of brutality by police officers against Black people. 

 

 

State Legislature Interim Charges 
 

House Committee Interim Charges and Submission to International Relations & Economic 

Development 

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and challenges in scheduling public hearings, 

House Committees have begun requesting written submissions in regards to their assigned 

Interim Charges.  The Intergovernmental Relations office will be contacting and working 

with departments on submissions.    

 

On Monday, August 31, 2020, the City of Austin submitted comments to the House 

Committee on International Relations & Economic Development on Interim Charge 1, 

regarding child care and the Texas Rising Star (TRS) program and Interim Charge 2, 

concerning Texas’ workforce pipeline. The comments are attached and IGRO will provide 

links to submissions as they are published.  

https://www.texastribune.org/2020/09/01/evictions-trump-order/
https://evictionlab.org/eviction-tracking/
https://evictionlab.org/eviction-tracking/
https://evictionlab.org/eviction-tracking/houston-tx/
https://evictionlab.org/eviction-tracking/fort-worth-tx/
https://evictionlab.org/eviction-tracking/austin-tx/
https://apps.texastribune.org/features/2020/texas-unemployment/
https://apps.texastribune.org/features/2020/texas-unemployment/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/us-policy/2020/09/02/trump-memo-funding-cities/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/02/us/politics/trump-funding-cities.html
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State Action on SNAP Benefits 
 

HHSC Announce Extension of Emergency SNAP Benefits For The Month Of September 

On Monday, the Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) announced it 

will provide approximately $188 million in emergency Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program (SNAP) food benefits for the month of September as Texas continues to respond 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

  

More than 972,000 SNAP households will see the additional amount on their Lone Star 

Card by September 15. The emergency September allotments are in addition to the more 

than $1 billion in benefits previously provided to Texans between April and August. HHSC 

received federal approval from the U.S. Department of Agriculture to extend the maximum, 

allowable amount of SNAP benefits to recipients based on family size. 

  

Administered by HHSC, SNAP is a federal program that provides food assistance to 

approximately 1.4 million eligible low-income families and individuals in Texas. 

  

Texans in need can apply for benefits, including SNAP and Medicaid, at 

YourTexasBenefits.com or use the Your Texas Benefits mobile app to manage their 

benefits. 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at Brie.Franco@austintexas.gov or 

512-974-2285. Thank you. 

 

 

https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-hhsc-announce-extension-of-emergency-snap-benefits-for-the-month-of-september
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MzEuMjYzNTA5NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy55b3VydGV4YXNiZW5lZml0cy5jb20vTGVhcm4vSG9tZSJ9.lHFQh3gYKAMzvprSuXizUrjyo3AVllH4gS5Kb-kadY8%2Fs%2F1171391663%2Fbr%2F83020248611-l&data=02%7C01%7CValerie.Gomez%40austintexas.gov%7C360a124609d748455a7a08d84de8bc4d%7C5c5e19f6a6ab4b45b1d0be4608a9a67f%7C0%7C0%7C637345009272995761&sdata=n9ZI44DmkwxTizxONjhXhaYOCtr0qND2W%2B2jnbYPQ%2FA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Brie.Franco@austintexas.gov

