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CONGRESS 

House and Senate return next week for pre-election sprint. Both 
the House and Senate have technically been in session for the last 
few weeks but save for the House vote two weekends ago on a 
Postal Service relief bill, Congress has in effect been on its 
traditional August break. The post-Labor Day return to legislative 
action next week is expected to be short-lived, as Members are 
eager to return home full-time before the end of the month in order 
to campaign.  
  
The one piece of business that must be addressed before October 
1 is the FY 2021 budget. While the House has completed action on 
10 of the 12 appropriations bills that compose the annual budget, 
the Senate has not acted on any of those measures, and thus the 
chances of Congress enacting a FY 2021 budget under regular 
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order prior to the October 1 start of the fiscal year are somewhere 
between slim and none (emphasis on none). 
  
Since no one has suggested a government shutdown, it is expected 
that Congress will enact a Continuing Resolution (CR) this month 
that would keep government operations running at current FY 2020 
levels in the absence of an enacted budget. The guess here is that 
the CR proposed by Congress would extend through mid-
December in order to get the issue well past the November 
election.  
  
For local governments, that means that formula grant 
announcements and guidance and many competitive grant 
announcements will be delayed. For example, HUD will not 
announce FY 2021 CDBG and HOME allocations until Congress 
enacts its final, full-year FY 2021 budget. However, for the past 
decade, Congress has rarely enacted a full-year budget on time, 
making many of these delays the norm. Once again using HUD as 
an example, HUD used to inform community development 
departments of their CDBG and HOME allocations between late 
November and mid-December, allowing local community 
development officials to hit the ground running in the New Year. 
Over the past decade, HUD has rarely announced CDBG and HOME 
allocations before April, which is 7 months into the fiscal year.  
  
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and White House Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin have reportedly agreed that a “clean” 
CR – one that does not include any controversial policy provisions 
that would draw the ire of any particular faction – is needed. 
However, with only 11 legislative work days remaining before 
Members fully abandon Capitol Hill for the campaign trail in 
October, the reality is that the CR will be the last piece of legislation 
to be enacted prior to the election, making it a desirable, indeed 
maybe the only, vehicle for a number of items (the last train out of 
town in Capitol Hillese), such as: 

  



COVID-19 Relief 

Negotiators have not made much progress on another round of 
federal relief. The House passed a $3.5 trillion measure (HR 6800) 
in mid-May and the Senate next week may take up what has been 
called a “skinny” $1 trillion proposal next week, but the real 
negotiation right now is between Pelosi and the White House over 
a top-line number. Pelosi has come down to $2.2 trillion in an effort 
to meet the White House halfway, while White House Chief of Staff 
Mark Meadows this week said that the biggest stumbling block 
between the two sides is Pelosi’s insistence on approximately $900 
billion in aid to states and local governments. 
  
FAST Act Reauthorization 

The federal law governing federal highway and transit programs 
and the authorization to collect the gasoline taxes that fund them 
expire at the end of the month. Although the House has approved 
its version (HR 2) of a new five-year, $500 billion measure, the 
Senate is not as far along. As a result, an extension of current law 
will be needed. The exact length of the extension is yet to be 
decided, but there is a decent chance it stretches into 2021, as 
negotiating a measure that large is probably not achievable in the 
weeks between the election and the end of the year. 
  
National Flood Insurance Program 

Congress has struggled to reauthorize this program, which faces a 
$20 billion debt. The current short-term extension of NFIP expires 
on September 30. Another extension for the length of the CR is 
expected, as shutting down the program during hurricane season 
is not an option. 
  
TANF 

The Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, which provides 
block grants to states and is the primary federal assistance 
program for families in poverty, program expires on November 30 
and the White House has asked that it be extended in the CR. 
  



Disaster Assistance 

FEMA is likely to need additional financial assistance from Congress 
to deal with recent wildfires on the west coast and hurricanes in 
the Gulf Coast. 
  
In addition to the CR, House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-MD) 
announced recently that the House would consider several bills on 
the floor in September, including measures to: declassify cannabis 
as a federally-controlled substance and expunge non-violent 
federal cannabis convictions; provide expanded discrimination 
protects for workplaces and education, and a package of clean 
energy incentives. 
  
All of those measures are messaging bills and the Senate will not 
consider any of them this year. 
  
In the Senate, apart from the vote on the “skinny” COVID relief 
bill, votes of judges and other Administration appointments will 
continue to dominate the agenda. 

 

 
 

  

HOUSING 

Administration issues evictions moratorium. The White House, 
through the Centers for Disease Control, formally published an 
order today under the authority of the federal Public Health 
Services Act that places a moratorium on residential evictions “to 
prevent the further spread of COVID-19.”  

  
The order, which takes effect today and lasts through the end of 
the year, would not override state or local law on the issue if the 
protections on that level are greater than the CDC protections: 

  
To qualify for the eviction protection order, a tenant must have: 

• Been qualified to receive a stimulus check this year, 
• Certify that they were unable to pay the rent due to 

coronavirus-related economic hardships, 
• Made “best efforts” to seek rental assistance, 



• Prove an eviction would leave them homeless or forced into 
crowded housing 

  
There is a copy of a “declaration form” at the end of the order that 
renters would present to landlords to certify these things. A copy 
of the order can be found at: 
https://bit.ly/2Z1Mcuj.  
  
The CDC protection would cover just evictions for failure to pay 
rent. Landlords would still be allowed to evict tenants for other 
lease violations. 
  
The order does not forgive rent payments, so once it has expired, 
back rent will be owed to landlords. And since there no financial 
assistance to landlords in the order, there is the possibility of 
litigation in response. The HEROES Act that was approved by the 
House in mid-May but has not been considered by the Senate 
includes $100 billion for COVID-19 related rental assistance. 
  
There is also a separate federal moratorium on foreclosure on 
federally-backed mortgages (those received through FHA, Freddie 
Mac, or Fannie Mae) through the end of the year: 

https://bit.ly/334d8ee.  
 

 
 

  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

President issues Executive Order to locate federal facilities in 
Opportunity Zones. President Trump issued an Executive Order last 
month that directs the federal agencies to give priority to locations 
in federal Opportunity Zones when selecting locations for federal 
offices and facilities.  
  
The Executive Order amends a Carter Administration Executive 
Order (EO 12072) and a Clinton Administration Executive Order 
(EO 13006) regarding the location of federal offices and facilities. 
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EO 12072 has been an important tool for local officials seeking to 
revitalize central business districts and to locate employment hubs 
close to transit station. It directs federal agencies to “give first 
consideration to centralized community business area and adjacent 
areas of similar character, including other specific areas which may 
be recommended by local officials” when selecting office and 
facility locations. 
  
Last month’s Executive Order amends that language and instructs 
federal agencies to give preference to “qualified opportunity zones, 
other distressed areas, and centralized community business areas 
(including other specific areas which may be recommended by local 
officials).” It does not change other selection criteria outline in EO 
12072, such as compatibility with local plans, availability of 
adequate public transportation, or availability of adequate low- and 
moderate-income housing for federal employees. 
  
EO 13006 affirms the commitment of EO 12072 to the nation’s 
central cities and also directs federal agencies to consider historic 
properties when selecting facilities. Last month’s Executive Order 
replaces “central cities” throughout EO 13006 with “distressed 
communities.” However, central city locations remain one of the 
priority criteria outlined in EO 12072. 
  
The General Services Administration (GSA), which manages federal 
property and negotiates and manages federal leases of private 
property, issued a short statement expressing eagerness to 
implement last month’s Executive Order. However, it will likely take 
time to fully understand what it will mean for federal property 
management and for local interaction with GSA. 
  
The Executive Order is at: 
https://bit.ly/2Z5ENu3.  
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EO 12072 (original text without amendments made by the most 
recent Executive Order) is at: 

https://bit.ly/31Xc38n.   
  
EO 13006 (original text without amendments made by the most 
recent Executive Order) is at: 

https://bit.ly/2EYbTVM.  
 

 
 

  

COVID-19 UPDATES 

Small Business Administration 

SBA posted an interim final rule to inform Paycheck Protection 
Program borrowers and lenders of the process for a PPP borrower 
to appeal certain SBA loan review decisions to the SBA Office of 
Hearings and Appeals. Public comments are due September 28: 

https://bit.ly/2YGEsxE 

  
SBA published a PPP interim final rule providing additional guidance 
on treatment of owners and forgiveness of certain non-payroll 
costs. Comments are due September 28: 

https://bit.ly/2EAhvoB 

  
Department of Agriculture 

The Farmers to Families Food Box Program has an additional up to 
$1 billion that will be added to the program: 

https://bit.ly/34HdTfF 

  
USDA is extending waivers that will allow summer meal program 
operators to continue serving free meals to all children through 
December 31, 2020: 

https://bit.ly/32Titof 
  
Department of Health & Human Services  
CDC issued an order to temporarily halt residential evictions 
through December 31, 2020 (see related story above): 

https://bit.ly/3hUwgRX 
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Department of Housing & Urban Development 

The Federal Housing Administration announced the third extension 
of its foreclosure and eviction moratorium through December 31, 
2020, for homeowners with federally-insured mortgages: 

https://bit.ly/3b1Xd3u 

           
Federal Emergency Management Agency 

FEMA released an interim policy to clarify eligible work under the 
Public Assistance program as part of the response to the COVID-
19 pandemic and applies to work performed on or after September 
15, 2020: https://bit.ly/3i1KikD  

  
Institute of Museum & Library Services 

IMLS reported that the virus that causes COVID-19 is still 
detectable after six days on four common library materials when 
they are stacked: 
https://bit.ly/3lQekKq 

 

 
 

  

GRANTS & NOTICES 

Department of Housing & Urban Development 

HUD is accepting applications for the Choice Neighborhood 
Implementation Grant Program. There is a total of $182 million 
available and 5 awards are expected. A minimum 5 percent cash 
or in-kind match is required. Applications are due December 16: 

https://bit.ly/3lmPzFG 

  
HUD announced the availability of $31 million in grant funding 
through its FY 2020 Lead-Based Paint Capital Fund Program. Ten 
awards of up to $5 million be available to Public Housing Authorities 
and no matching is required. Applications are due November 2: 

https://bit.ly/3i0DyDO 

  
HUD announced the availability of $15 million through its Jobs Plus 
program. Five awards are expected to support the development of 
job-driven approaches that increase earnings and advance 
employment outcomes for residents of public housing. A 25 
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percent cash or in-kind match is required. Applications are due 
December 1: 

https://bit.ly/2Qpmlrq 

  
HUD will collect 2.15 percent of the principal amount of FY 2021 
Section 108 Loan Guarantee Program loans from borrowers to 
offset the credit subsidy costs of the guaranteed loans. This 
becomes effective October 1: 

https://bit.ly/3hxoahR 

  
A progress report on Opportunity Zone investments and activities 
through the end of 2019 is available: 

https://bit.ly/3jmodxH 

  
Executive Office of the President 

The White House published Executive Order 13946 regarding 
targeting Opportunity Zones and other distressed communities for 
Federal Site Locations (see related story above): 

https://bit.ly/2YIHwJL 

  
Department of Transportation 

The Federal Highway Administration announced the availability of 
$50 million through the Commuter Authority Rail Safety 
Improvement Grants Program. CARSI grants will support the 
construction of projects for the elimination of hazards at railway-
highway crossings. Eligible applicants are limited to commuter rail 
authorities that experienced at least one accident investigated by 
the National Transportation Safety Board between January 1, 
2008, and December 31, 2018. A 10 percent non-federal match is 
required. Applications are due October 26: 

https://bit.ly/3gtv5rf 
  
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) awarded four full funding 
grant agreements totaling $400 million through its Capital 
Investment Grants Program: 

https://bit.ly/34BW1CT 
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FTA awarded $14 million to 25 projects through its Accelerating 
Innovative Mobility initiative: 

https://bit.ly/3hztW2L 

  
DOT will award more than $1.2 billion in airport safety and 
infrastructure grants through the Federal Aviation Administration 
to 405 airports in 50 states: 

https://bit.ly/3lS7wMG 

  
DOT announced the release of the first-ever National Freight 
Strategic Plan: https://bit.ly/3h03jCL  

  
Environmental Protection Agency  
EPA is adding six sites and proposing four additional sites to the 
Superfund National Priorities List: 
https://bit.ly/31SIHs0 

  
Federal Communications Commission 

FCC published a final rule for nationwide wireless providers 
regarding accuracy requirements of wireless Enhanced 911 (E911) 
location technology. The rule aims to enable 911 call centers and 
first responders to identify the floor level more accurately for 
wireless 911 calls made from multi-story buildings. This rule 
becomes effective September 28: https://bit.ly/3jfR72q  

  
Federal Emergency Management Agency 

FEMA issued a notice of proposed rulemaking to amend its Hazard 
Mitigation Assistance (HMA) program regulations by updating 
terms and definitions throughout the HMA and Mitigation Planning 
program. Public comments are due October 27: 

https://bit.ly/3lrfwUz 
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Institute of Museum & Library Services 

IMLS is accepting nominations for the 2021 National Medal for 
Museum and Library Service until November 2: 

https://bit.ly/2YXhHFC 

  
Small Business Administration 

SBA announced National Small Business Week will be held 
September 22-24: 

https://bit.ly/2QTBuBG 

  
National Center for Mobility Management 

NCMM issued a request for proposals for its 2020 Ready-to-Launch 
grant program. Awards of up to $75,000 will support innovative 
transportation solutions focused on improving mobility for low-
income residents. No local matching is required. Applications are 
due October 1: 
https://bit.ly/34Gaqhb 
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