
 

  

More than 100 Texas mayors push Gov. 
Abbott to move on federal relief dollars for 
smaller cities around the state 
The six largest cities in Texas have received federal dollars 
from Texas' $11.2 billion in CARES Act funding, but there's still 
not even a system set up for smaller cities to apply  
by Quorum Report 
Saying there’s not even a system set up yet for smaller cities to apply for federal dollars made 
available under the CARES Act in response to COVID-19, more than 100 of the state’s mayors 
on Thursday asked Gov. Greg Abbott to expedite things to offer those communities some 
relief. 
Texas received $11.2 billion from the Coronavirus Relief Fund, or CRF, which was initially split 
between the state and cities with populations over 500,000. 
“While the six largest cities in Texas received a direct allocation of this funding from the federal 
government, no other Texas city has received CRF revenue to assist with disaster response,” 
wrote 132 mayors in a letter dated Thursday, May 7. 

Read More » 

Read the Letter » 

 

  

U.S. Department of Treasury Expands 
Coronavirus Relief Fund (“Fund”) FAQs for 
State, Territorial, Local, and Tribal 
Governments (as of May 4) 
 
Review the Expanded FAQs » 
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DEFENSE COMMUNITY NEWS 
DCIP Program Guidance Released to Public 
by ADC 
The long-awaited guidance for the Defense Community Infrastructure Program (DCIP) was 
posted on Grants.gov on Friday. 
 
According to the grant description, the priority focus of DCIP is for “military family quality of life, 
military resilience, and military value (in that order). The award floor is listed at $25,0000 and 
award ceiling is $25 million. The current version of grant notice is listed as “forecasted,” which 
means there will be a 12-day public comment period before the Final Federal Funding 
Opportunity notice. 
 
The guidance outlines criteria, process and timeline for the funding that will need to be 
obligated by September 30th, 2020. 
 
This comes after delays in the program which sparked several congressional inquiries of the 
DoD. “I received several letters I have reviewed recently and got a quick briefing on it,” said 
Defense Secretary Mark Esper about DCIP in February. “My understanding is that they’re 
going to be delivering recommendations with regards to implementation in the coming weeks, 
a month or so,” 
 
For fiscal year 2020 Congress approved $50 million for DCIP which will be managed by the 
Office of Economic Adjustment. 

Read More » 

 

  

VA gets boost from CARES Act to provide 
emergency assistance to Veterans who are 
homeless or at risk of homelessness during 
COVID-19 crisis 
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced today that it has expanded support 
services enabled by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, to 
make available immediate relief for Veterans experiencing or at risk of homelessness during 
the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic. 
The CARES Act allocates $17.2 billion for the Veterans Health Administration, $300 million of 
which will be used this fiscal year to address the challenges faced by homeless and at-risk 
Veterans.  
Funding is provided for three critical VA programs to assist with the emergency response 
needed for Veterans living without safe, stable housing: 

• Supportive Services for Veteran Families Program 

• Grant and Per Diem (GPD) Program 

• Health Care for Homeless Veterans Program 

Learn More » 
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MOU NEWS 
Executive Order by President Trump on 
Securing U.S. Bulk-Power System 
...I therefore determine that the unrestricted foreign supply of bulk-power system electric 
equipment constitutes an unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security, foreign 
policy, and economy of the United States, which has its source in whole or in substantial part 
outside the United States.  This threat exists both in the case of individual acquisitions and 
when acquisitions are considered as a class.  Although maintaining an open investment 
climate in bulk-power system electric equipment, and in the United States economy more 
generally, is important for the overall growth and prosperity of the United States, such 
openness must be balanced with the need to protect our Nation against a critical national 
security threat.  To address this threat, additional steps are required to protect the security, 
integrity, and reliability of bulk-power system electric equipment used in the United States.  In 
light of these findings, I hereby declare a national emergency with respect to the threat to the 
United States bulk-power system. 

Read More » 

 

  

CDC: Environmental Health Capacity (EHC) 
Notice of Funding Opportunity 
Application due date: June 30, 202 
Deadline for Letter of Intent (requested, not required): May 18, 2020 
EHC is a 5-year opportunity to bolster the capacity of environmental health (EH) programs in 
public health departments to leverage data-driven and evidence-based approaches to detect, 
prevent, and control EH hazards. 
The new funding opportunity allows recipients to develop evidence-based practices needed to 
improve community EH: 

• Use EH data and information 

• Identify and address EH hazards 

• Assess the effectiveness and impact of EH interventions 

Learn More » 

 

  

TML: Coronavirus Update #39 
by Texas Municipal League 
The Texas Municipal League answers these question in their Coronavirus Update #39: 

• Did the governor issue a new executive order to prohibit jail time for the violation of his 
disaster orders? 

• What was the impetus of the governor’s “no jail time” order, discussed above, and 
what does it mean for local enforcement? 

• Where can I find the protocols for the various businesses that have been re-opened by 
executive order GA-21? 
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• What is the status of the suspended Open Meetings Act provisions? 

TML's Coronavirus Update #39 » 

 

  

 

 

   

Curt Seidlits 
Jerry Seinfeld’s latest special, 23 Hours to Kill, was released earlier this week and is available 

to stream on Netflix. As The Atlantic said in this review of Seinfeld's new performance, "There’s 

something soothing about watching a comedian who has been telling the same jokes for 
decades." 

 
Josh Meeks 
Among the activities my family misses under social distancing restrictions are game nights with 

extended family and friends. JackBox Games equips users to play a broad collection of fun, 

family-friendly games using Zoom and other remote communication tools. 
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