
 
May 8, 2020 

Steve Adler 
Mayor 
City of Austin 
301 W. 2nd St 
Austin, Texas 78767 
 
Dear Mayor Adler, 
 
Thanks for your recent letter communicating our shared support for additional congressional 
assistance for cities and counties to obtain lifesaving medical equipment and COVID-19 tests. I 
am most concerned that Austin and Travis County lack sufficient supply of PPE to last beyond 
two weeks and that we still have insufficient testing capability.  These needs have become even 
more urgent with the President and Governor Abbott prematurely decreasing social distancing 
and impeding your effective leadership for the safety of our local community. 
 
I strongly support additional funds directly to our local governments without going through the 
states.  This relief has been delayed only by substantial Republican opposition.  The Trump 
Administration has not providing timely answers on who, when, and how much of our previously 
approved funding has been distributed.   
 
As you are aware, the Administration failed to prepare despite ample warning of the looming 
pandemic in January.  With an already depleted National Strategic Stockpile that contained 
expired and unusable medical equipment, our frontline has not received necessary support.  I am 
advised that 90% of the now depleted Stockpile has gone out to the states and the remaining 10% 
is being used for federal frontline workers.    
 
After documents I obtained exposed the President’s Commerce Department promoting the export 
of protective wear and medical equipment through mid-March, I urged prompt use of the 
Defense Production Act to obtain adequate supplies.  The use of the Act is intended to equip all 
of our essential workers, not be misused by the Administration to delay the distribution of 
needed supplies. Even after the President belatedly authorized this action, weeks passed without 
any orders being made. Next he began shifting responsibility to the states to compete for the 
limited available supply. Only a Twitter fight with 3M prompted the President to actually place 
an order.  And today, after weeks of denial, there is still no comprehensive use of the Act to 
procure and distribute needed supplies.  
 



From the outset, our response has been impaired by a President and a Governor engaged in 
delay, denials, and deception.  Knowing the urgency with which Austin and Travis County need 
these supplies, I will continue working to ensure we are not left defenseless against this still 
growing crisis.  Thanks for your continuing leadership in the face of so much state and federal 
indifference and incompetence. 

Sincerely, 

Lloyd Doggett 

D


