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Your Information

Your Name Jose Levy

Your Commission Mayor's Committee for People with Disabilities

Email bc-jose.levy@austintexas.gov

After question three, which questions
from the flowchart are you prepared to
answer?

What are the impacts, and gaps?

Root Cause Analysis

Story: What did you hear from the
community?

Sidewalks are not fully accessible for people with visual impairments. 

Problem: What is the problem you
identify?

The community expressed concerns about the accessibility of sidewalks for
people that use mobility supports or that are visually impaired. Issues
identified included a lack of accessible corners and lack of audible crossing
beacons. As the population and traffic in Austin increases, the risk to these
populations increases.

How does the problem show up in your
community? Who is most impacted by
the problem?

Crossing intersections for people with visual impairments can be
dangerous, particularly in areas where there is a high volume of pedestrian
and vehicle traffic. 

Considering all of the information you
have or have not collected above, how
do we solve for this problem?

Add audible crosswalk beacons at high pedestrian traffic intersections.
Austin developed and adopted the Austin Strategic Mobility Plan to address
transportation and mobility over the next 20 years. This plan included plans
to improve sidewalks and pedestrian crosswalks. Sidewalk prioritization
was identified in that plan based on public use (proximity to schools, public
transit stops/stations, parks, etc.).  Key features of the improvements
include universal design when building or re-modeling sidewalks and
adding various amenities (vegetation, shade, handrails, benches, etc.).
Adding audible beacons would immediately benefit those people with visual
impairments. 


