
August 31, 2016  |  City of Austin, Texas

Pre‐Budget Adoption Work Session
Staff Budget Updates



 Staff Proposed Budget Amendments

 5‐Year Revenue and Expenditure Forecast

 Major Rate and Fee Changes

 Overlapping Tax Bill Analysis

Presentation Overview
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Staff Proposed Operating Budget Amendments
General Fund
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Action Amount
Remove 21 positions from Planning and Zoning for 
Capital Area Planning Organization (CAMPO) staff 
transferring from City of Austin to Williamson 
County

$0



Staff Proposed Operating Budget Amendments
Debt Service Funds
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Action Amount
Add an expense to the AE‐Utility Revenue Bond—
Energy Control Center Reserve Proceeds Fund 
transferring $284,133 to the Combined Utility 
Revenue Bond Redemption Fund

$284,133



Staff Proposed Fee Schedule Amendments
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Action
FY16

Approved
FY17

Proposed
FY17 

Amended

Austin Code
Hotel, Motel, Boarding and Rooming 
House License
New/Annual Renewal Per Property

New for 
FY17 $245.00 $254.00

Development Services
Variance Site Plan
Development Variance Site Plan
Environmental Variance Environmental 
Board

$2,564.00
$1,891.00

$0.00
$0.00

$2,564.00
$1,891.00

Planned Unit Development PUD Creation 
llll>250 acres $5,613.00 $5,613.00 $10,917.00
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Action
FY16

Approved
FY17

Proposed
FY17 

Amended

Health and Human Services
Temporary Food Permits
6‐14 calendar days $145.00 $200.00 $145.00

Watershed Protection
Monthly Drainage Charge

A credit of up to a 50% reduction in the square feet of impervious cover may 
be provided for voluntary stormwater control measures as established by 
administrative rule.

Staff Proposed Fee Schedule Amendments



Updated Five‐Year Outlook
Projected Baseline Expenditures vs. Revenue
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GF Revenue GF Expenditures
Forecasted Property Tax Rate Rollback Property Tax Rate

Projections based on cost drivers associated with existing programs, approved annexations, and new 
facility opening dates. Projections do not include funding for new initiatives.



 2.4% annual increase in civilian and sworn wages
 8% annual increase in health insurance costs
 Transfer to Budget Stabilization Reserve Fund to stay at 
12% 
o $4.6 million in FY18

 Includes funding necessary to implement ongoing 
initiatives
o Annualized cost for positions added in FY17
o Onion Creek Fire Station: $2.8 million in FY18
o Sobriety Center: $1.7 million in FY18
o New Central Library: $1.2 million in FY18

FY 2017‐18 “Baseline” Cost Drivers
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Initiatives Not Included in Expenditure Forecast
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 Implementation of community based policing

 Funding for five new fire stations

 Increases in the general homestead exemption

 Increases in the senior/disabled exemption

 Full implementation of the new Housing Trust Fund 
calculation

 Increased funding for Health and Human Services and 
social service contracts per Council resolution

 Emergency Services District #4 consolidation



Key FY 2017‐18 Revenue Assumptions

10

 5.1% annual sales tax growth, reflects ten‐year trend

Updated General Fund transfer from Austin Energy
o $1 million reduction (from FY17 Proposed Budget) in FY18

o $2 million reduction in subsequent out‐years

Development revenue projected to remain at historic 
levels

 Property tax rate calculated to balance against 
forecasted expenditure growth
o Assumes continuation of strong growth in assessed valuation 

and new construction
o Projected revenue requirement in excess of the rollback rate 

for FY18
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FY 2015‐16 
Monthly
Rate

FY 2016‐17 
Proposed

Rate

Monthly
Dollar 
Change Typical Rate Payer Defined as:

Austin Energy $89.31*  $88.81  ($0.50)  Residential customer usage of 895 Kwh.

Austin Water $80.24  $83.19  $2.95 
Residential customer usage of 5,800 
gallons of water and 4,000 gallons of 
wastewater

Austin Resource Recovery $23.30  $24.30  $1.00  Residential customer using a 64‐gallon cart

Clean Community Fee $7.65  $8.05  $0.40  Per single‐family home

Transportation User Fee $9.77  $11.52  $1.75  Per single‐family home

Drainage User Fee $10.82  $11.80  $0.98 
Residential customer with 3,100 sq. ft./37% 
of impervious cover

Property Tax Bill $90.60  $94.26 $3.66 
FY 2016‐17 median non‐senior homestead 
assessed value of $278,741 (reflects 10.6% 
growth over FY 2015‐16)

TOTAL MONTHLY IMPACT $311.69  $321.93  $10.24  Combined projected increase of 3.3%

Major Rate and Fee Changes
Estimated Impact of Proposed Rate and Fee Changes on “Typical” Residential Ratepayer

*Reflects current typical monthly bill net of Power Supply Adjustment reduction approved in April. Prior to this reduction, the typical monthly bill totaled $92.49.
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Tax Rate Tax Bill for Median-Value Homestead

Jurisdiction FY16 FY17* Change
City 0.4589 0.4411 (0.0178)
County 0.4169 0.3838 (0.0331)
AISD 1.2220 1.1920 (0.0100)
Community College 0.1005 0.1020 0.0015  
Central Health 0.1178 0.1105 (0.0063)
Total Tax Rate 2.2961 2.2294 (0.0666)

Jurisdiction FY16 FY17* Change
City $1,087 $1,131 $43.99
County $841 $856 $15.27
AISD $2,729 $3,025 $295.68
Community College $248 $279 $30.95
Central Health $237 $246 $9.02
Total Tax Bill $5,142 $5,537 $394.91

Overlapping Property Tax
Combined Property Tax Rates and Impact to a Typical Resident



For more information, please visit: 

Questions/Comments/Discussion


